CHAPTER XIV
THE NEED FOR PLANNED REDISTRIBUTION
OF INDUSTRY IN POST-WAR ECONOMY
Division of labour is "based on Varying ability and
advantages of specialization7.   The adaptation of tasks to vary-
ing aptitudes is conducive to greater efficiency.   Similarly, the
adaptation of occupations   .and   industries to resources is a
cause of regional division of production.   Each region is best
equipped to produce the goods which require large proportions
of factors relatively   abundant there.   Consequently the in-
dustries gravitate towards regions where the major proportion
of factors of production are cheap and abundant.   One region,
like the Chota Nagpur Plateau  (along with parts of South
Bihar, Western Bengal, Orissa and the states of the Eastern
India Agency) may possess coal and other minerals but the
land surface may be unsuitable for efficient   farming, while
another region like the Punjab may possess very fertile soil
but may be entirely lacking in mineral resources.   Evidently
the first region is better equipped for mining and metallurgical
industries and the second seems destined to become an agricul-
tural region.   And actually we find that mining and metal-
lurgy is the primary industry of the first region and agricul-
ture is only secondary.   The brick and metal industries (near
Asansol and Kumardhubi), coal, mica, bauxite, iron, manga-
nese, chrome, copper,    dolomite, limestone and clay mines,
cement (Dalmia group), iron and steel and allied industries
(Jamshedpur group) are all concentrated in this region.   Such
industries are conspicuous by their absence in the Punjab
where the land is mainly devoted to the production of wheat
and cotton.   As discussed in the earlier chapters, it is mainly
owing to such variations in the equipment of industrial re-
sources of different regions that cotton, jute, wool, sugar sind
leather industries have established themselves predominantly
in Western India (especially the province of Bombay),   the
Hooghly riverain,   North-Western India (from Cawnpore to
; Srinagar), North Bihar and the U.P., and Southern   India